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of students are being trained to become physicians, surgeons,
engineers, pathologists, agricultural advisers, soil analysts, indus-
trial chemists, higher grade electrical technicians, and lawyers.
Most students who take modern languages will eventually teach
them in schools; and since the chief reason for teaching modern
languages in schools is the existence of an international exchange
economy, wye must include modern languages along with medi-
cine, science, engineering, agriculture, and law as part of the
vocational activities of a university.

In some form or other universities must exist, because society
cannot be run without expert knowledge. So much is clear.
When we turn to ask what is meant by the culture of our
universities, it is not so easy to be sure about what we are
discussing. For instance, it is a paradoxical fact that specializa-
tion is carried furthest in those universities which pride them-
selves most on their cultural status. No university honours
degree offers more scope for narrow specialization than the
Oxford schools. Perhaps this explains why Oxford has produced
distinguished Directors of Museums but few men of first rank
in scientific discovery.

At the outset we must therefore dismiss an arrogant pretension
which is in complete contradiction to the facts. The universities
do not exist to provide more opportunities for general knowledge
than those provided in other institutions for specialist training.
If a man goes to Oxford to study history he may pick up a
passing acquaintance with science from his friend on the same
staircase. This does not happen often. In my opinion it is just
as likely that a mathematician who is interested in ballistics will
take to military or naval history, if he finds himself at an artillery
college. The same time spent in Fleet Street would enlarge most
men's general knowledge far more than three years* study at
a university, and a journalist who works up from the reporters*
room is more widely informed than the man who graduates
from the lecture theatre. Speaking generally, the main difference
between those who take to naturalistic and those who take to
humanistic studies is this. The former remain ignorant of the